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For immediate release: June 7, 2011


PURINA TO BE WESTMINSTER’S
OFFICIAL PET FOOD SPONSOR

Nestlé Purina, Westminster announce agreement

Nestlé Purina and the Westminster Kennel Club have reached an agreement making Purina® the “official pet food sponsor” of the Annual Westminster Kennel Club All Breed Dog Show.

The news came today in a joint announcement revealing the new exclusive multi-year partnership. 

“We are happy to welcome Purina to the Westminster family,” said Westminster President Peter R. Van Brunt. “This new and exciting partnership will further enhance our position as America’s Dog Show and strengthen our ties with the purebred dog community.” 

“Purina is proud to be the official pet food sponsor of the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show,” said Steven L. Crimmins, Chief Marketing Officer for Nestlé Purina PetCare, North America. “Westminster is the ultimate destination for top dogs and their aspiring owners and handlers, and Purina is excited to be part of this prestigious event and to be the Westminster Kennel Club’s partner.” 
  
Candy Caciolo, Purina Portfolio Director of Specialty, Breeder & Pet Acquisition, added: “Westminster represents the finest in the sport of purebred dogs. The opportunity to sponsor this show fits perfectly with Purina’s long-standing commitment to the dog fancy. Many Westminster champions – including the last five Best in Show winners – have been fed Purina Pro Plan brand dog food, so it’s fitting for Purina to partner with this distinguished kennel club.”   

The 136th Annual Westminster Kennel Club All Breed Dog Show will be held February 13-14, 2012 at Madison Square Garden and televised live on USA Network.

Purina last year unveiled the Purina Event Center, a $15 million, 84,000-square-foot indoor dog show facility at Gray Summit, Mo., where six Westminster Best in Show winners, along with their owners and handlers, participated in the Grand Opening.
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Media contacts:
Westminster - David Frei  david@westminsterkennelclub.org  (212) 213-3212
Purina – Keith Schopp  kschopp@purina.nestle.com  (314) 982-2256 or (314) 378-0465  


Nestlé Purina PetCare, a global leader in the pet care industry, promotes responsible pet care, humane education, community involvement and the positive bond between people and their pets. The North American headquarters for Nestlé Purina PetCare is located at Checkerboard Square in St. Louis, Missouri. Nestlé Purina is part of Swiss-based Nestlé, the world’s leading nutrition, health and wellness Company.


The Westminster Kennel Club (www.westminsterkennelclub.org) is America's oldest organization dedicated to the sport of purebred dogs.  Established in 1877, Westminster's influence has been felt for more than a century through its famous all breed, benched dog show held every year at New York's Madison Square Garden.   Westminster will stage its 136th consecutive 
champions-only show on February 13-14, 2012, televised nationally on USA Network.
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